
 

PETS AT HOME STOCKPORT ANNOUNCES FIRST EVER IN-STORE RSPCA 

ADOPTION CENTRE 

 

 

Pets at Home has joined forces with the RSPCA to launch the first ever in-store RSPCA adoption centre in its 

flagship Stockport store. 

 

Following the signing of a groundbreaking partnership agreement between the retailer and the charity in July, 

the first of four planned centres officially opens on Monday 26 November and will provide a unique 

opportunity for the RSPCA to find new loving homes for more pets in the local area. 

 

The centre will be a separate zone within the store, complete with a living room area where customers will be 

invited to seek advice on rehoming and meet pets in a relaxed and welcoming environment. There will be a 

large video screen showing the work of RSPCA inspectors and a behind-the-scenes view of the RSPCA’s 

rehoming and wildlife centres which it’s hoped will be found informative and interesting. 

 

The RSPCA centre will accommodate cats and rabbits on a full-time basis, as well as dogs on a daytime basis. 

All of the pets at the centre will be available for rehoming and in addition there will be an opportunity for 

visitors to be made aware of pets available for adoption in the RSPCA centres in the local area. All adoptions 

will be subject to standard RSPCA procedures. 

 

The centre will further strengthen the services on offer at Pets at Home Stockport, which already include 

grooming, micro-chipping, free nutrition consultations and weight checks and a Companion Care veterinary 

surgery.  

 

Nearly 600 sq ft in size, the new RSPCA centre will be operated by a team of RSPCA staff and located to the 

right of the main entrance to the store. 

 

Support Adoption For Pets, the charity established and supported by Pets at Home, has co-funded the project, 

providing a donation of £35,000. The charity has raised more than £1.65 million in the past 12 months thanks 

to the fundraising efforts of store colleagues and customers and provides much-needed support to animal 

welfare charities and local rehoming centres across the UK.  

 

Pets at Home, based in Handforth, Cheshire, is the largest pet care retailer in the UK with 331 stores and 

nearly 6,000 colleagues. The RSPCA is the UK’s largest animal welfare organisation with a worldwide 

reputation and has more than 160 local branches and 80 clinics and animal rehoming centres. Along with in-

store adoption centres, the partnership hopes to achieve advances in the welfare of pets: 

 

• From the number of animals rehomed, neutered or microchipped, both organisations have a wealth 

of information about the nation’s pets. This may reveal key animal welfare trends and data that could 

be used to improve planning, education campaigns and provision of services. 

 

• Giving the right advice to potential owners, and only ensuring pets are rehomed to those that can 

take care of them is at the heart of both organisations' aims. This agreement will enable that message 

to reach a much wider range of people with jointly branded literature. 

 

• Joint promotional work to give specific advice to people on the dietary and welfare needs of rabbits 

and other small pets. 

 

• Introducing a range of jointly branded products with a specific animal welfare focus.  

 

RSPCA chief executive Gavin Grant said:  “At a time when we are seeing increasing numbers of animals being 

abandoned, the potential of a long-term relationship could be enormous, from increasing rehoming by the 

RSPCA, as well as helping to educate people about animal care and welfare.  



 

“We clearly have many areas in common, so together we could bring benefits for countless animals.  Both Pets 

at Home and the RSPCA have a strong interest in happy and healthy pets. Now the work begins to explore 

what else we can achieve together.” 

Pets at Home chief executive Nick Wood said: "At Pets at Home, we are passionate about pets and their 

welfare is our top priority. This partnership will see us working with the RSPCA on several major projects over 

the next few years.  

 

“We’re especially excited about opening an RSPCA adoption centre in Pets at Home Stockport as it will provide 

a fantastic opportunity for us to work alongside the RSPCA on a day-to-day basis and ensure that more 

abandoned pets in the area are given a second chance of happiness. 

 

“We’re also dedicated to promoting responsible pet ownership and take great care in helping customers make 

the right decision when considering bringing a new pet into their family, so that lifelong homes are 

established. By developing Pets at Home and RSPCA joint branded pet care literature we are ensuring our 

customers are getting the best advice possible.” 

 
-Ends- 

For further information please contact the Pets at Home team at Havas PR UK on 0161 236 2277 or 

prpets@havasww.com  

Notes to Editors:  

Pets at Home established the charity Support Adoption For Pets in 2006 and has dedicated Adoption Centres in 

more than 300 of its 331 stores across the UK. These centres are home to a range of different pets, such as 

rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters and other small animals, all looking for a second chance of happiness, often due 

to a change in their owner’s circumstances.   

The charity has raised more than £1.65 million in the past 12 months thanks to the fundraising efforts of store 

colleagues and customers. The money has been used to provide financial support to animal welfare charities 

and local re-homing centres across the UK. 

The RSPCA and Pets at Home are committed to supporting responsible pet ownership and are working 

together to help ensure that pets are cared for properly and their welfare needs are met. This includes 

providing somewhere suitable to live, a proper diet and fresh water, ability to express normal behaviour, 

housed with, or apart from, other animals and protection from, and treatment of, illness and injury. 

 

 


